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Rural to urban migration

▪ Population increased from 8.8 million people in 2000 to 

more than 16,2 million people in 2023.

▪ Witnessed an urban growth of more than 153% between 

1986 and 2023

▪ Projected population density of 105 persons/ha by 2050

▪ 67% of the migration in the province is intra-regional

▪ Built-up area increased from 7.8% to 23% between 1986 

and 2023

Today: More than 

50% of the world’s 

population lives in 

urban areas 

2050: More than 60% 

of the world’s 

population will be 

living in urban areas 

      Global Perspective      Gauteng Perspective
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Year Water (Ha)
Vegetation 

(Ha)

Agriculture 

(Ha)

Built-up 

area (Ha)

1986 7 517.90 995 219.04 610 568.86 205 557.52

1993 7 736.49 932 842.88 667 753.32 210 532.28

2005 12 720.25 898 475.35 519 155.37 388 481.07

2013 9 295.32 955 230.26 420 264.91 434 236.72

2023 13 066.68 873 841.29 411 154.77 520 826.31

% change 73.81 -12.20 -32.66 153.37
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Changing consumption patterns of the 

ever-growing middle class, leading to 

pressure on limited resources

Increased demand of already depleting 

water, energy and food (WEF) resources

Widening inequality that may cause 

conflicts

Increasing pollution

Increasing land surface temperatures 

(LST) (urban heat island)   

Urban growth – Gauteng Province
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Landuse
Area in 2010 

(ha)
Area in 2019 

(ha)

Percentage 
change

Water 73,107 62,967 -13,87
Natural Vegetation 943,999 845,695 -10,41
Agriculture 456,251 475,834 4,29
Mine 24,635 22,495 -8,69
Bare Areas 1,494 18,260 1,122,22
Built Up Areas 317,541 391,776 23,38

Encroachment into ecological infrastructure

Increased incidences of flooding

Encroachment of built 

environment into ecological 

infrastructure

Increasing rate of 

unemployment, stands at 32% 

in Gauteng

Increase in wastewater 

disposal

Increasing crime rate
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SDG 11:

Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable by 2030
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